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WAR OF WORDS ERUPTS IN COUNCIL

State owes BMC Rs 10,931 cr, govt
says dues will be cleared in phases

Express News Service
Mumbai, March 16

THE MAHARASHTRA govern-
ment owes the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC) a
total of Rs10931 crorein pending
dues, the Legislative Council
was informed on Monday, with
the state assuring that the
amount will be released in
phases.

The outstanding payments
include Rs 7,241.38 crore in pri-
mary and secondary education
grants, Rs 934.28 crore owed by
the Housing Department, and
unpaid property tax, sewage tax
and water tax dues fromvarious
state departments.

Replyingtoaquestion raised
by Shiv Sena (UBT) MLC Sunil
Shinde during Question Hour,
Industries Minister Uday Sa-
mant acknowledged the pend-
ing liabilities and said the gov-

MAHARASHTRA
assembly

ernment would gradually clear
the dues owed to the civic body.
Samant also noted thatthe BMC
currently hasinfrastructure pro-
jects worth Rs 1,41,356 crore
underway. Samant pointed to a
major discrepancy between the
BMC and the state’s Education
Department regarding pending
education grants. While the
BMC has claimed Rs 5,655 crore
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inoutstandingeducation grants,
thestate Education Department
maintains that only about Rs
200 croreis due.

AccordingtoSamant, the dif-
ference arises because the BMC
is seeking funds based on the
Seventh Pay Commission, while
the state department intends to
release grants as per the Fourth
Pay Commission.

To resolve the dispute, Sa-
mant said Municipal Commis-
sioner Bhushan Gagrani would
beasked to findamiddle ground
between the civic body and the
state government. He also as-
sured that Rs 86 crore dueto the
BMC under the Right to Educa-
tion Actwould be paid beforethe
start of the Monsoon Session.

The discussion triggered a

heated exchange between Sa-
mantand ShivSena (UBT) MLC
AnilParab. The Sena UBT leader
questioned how the BMC’s lia-
bilities were rising even as the
state owed it thousands of
crores. He also alleged that Rs
1,600 crore in development
funds had been allocated to rul-
ing party MLAs and MPs over
the past three years.

An investigation by The In-
dian Express, published on De-
cember 31,2025, had found that
over the past three years, more
than99 per cent of fundsallotted
by the BMC for development
work went to wards in consti-
tuencies represented by Ma-
hayuti lawmakers.

Responding to the criticism,
Samant described the alloca-
tions as the “price of courage,”
prompting a sharp retort from
Parab, who termed it the “price
ofbetrayal.”

State govt providing police protection to tankers
transporting LPG & distribution, Bhujbal tells Council

Express News Service
Mumbai, March16

AS THE conflict in West Asia
continues to disrupt global
energy supply, Maharashtra
TFood and Civil Supplies Min-
ister Chhagan Bhujbal in-
formed the Legislative Council
Mondaythat the state has auth-
orised police protection for LPG
transportation and distribu-
tion. The move aims to prevent
supply chain interference and
curbtheburgeoning black mar-
ket for cooking gas.

Between January and
March 15, the state’s enforce-
mentwings conducted 2,129in-
spections, resulting in 23 cases
and the arrest of 18 people for
hoarding and price gouging,
Bhujbal said.

"Directions have been is-
sued to resolve technical issues
inthe gasrefillbooking app and
missed call services. Instruc-
tions have also been given to
provide police protection for
LPG transportation and dis-
tribution. Oil companies have
sufficient LPG stocks, and dis-
tribution is  proceeding
smoothly," hesaid, adding that
the government appeals to
citizens not to worry about the
LPG supply. He also said there
has been only a marginal in-
crease in edible oil prices com-
pared to before the West Asia
conflict.

Bhujbal also said that while
the state government manages
distribution, the Centre re-
mains the authority on supply
and pricing of petroleum prod-
ucts forallstates in the country.

"Due to the war-like situ-
ation in the Middle East, the
Central Government, on
March 5, 2026, directed oil
companies to supply LPG ex-
clusively for domestic use to
ensure a smooth fuel supply.
Effective March 7, 2026, the
Central Government in-
creased the price of domestic
LPG cylinders from Rs 852.50
to Rs 912.50. Similarly, the

Pankaja Munde, Girish Mahajan and Uddhav Thackeray at the Vidhan Bhawan on Monday. GANESH SHIRSEKAR

Minister Chhagan
Bhujbal informed
the Council of the
measurestakento
curb LPG hoarding
and price gouging

price of commercial cylinders
was increased from Rs1,720.50
toRs 1,835.00," Bhujbal said in
his statement. District collec-
tors ordered to act against
black marketing.

Bhujbal said that to ensure
asmooth fuel supply and pre-
vent black marketing, the Ma-
harashtra government issued
aletter on March 8, instruc-
ting district collectors and re-
gional offices to form district-
level vigilance squads and
take action against black mar-
keting.

He also said the govern-
ment informed the Nagpur
bench of the Bombay High
CourtonMarch 11thatitiscon-
sidering distributing kerosene
as an alternative to LPG. A

meeting was held on March 12
under the chairmanship of the
chief secretary regarding LPG
supply in the state, and a circu-
lar was issued on March 13 to
maintain a smooth supply, he
added.

He said that as per the
Centre's instructions, priority
sectors have been identified for
the supply of commercial LPG:
They are hospitals, educational
institutions, crematoriums,
old-age homes, orphanages
(100 per cent), defence, govern-
ment sector, railways, aviation,
police/prison canteens (70 per
cent) and MSRTC canteens,
pharmaceutical industry, seed
processing, fisheries (50 per
cent).

He said that LPG produc-
tion at refineries has been in-
creased from 9,000 metric
tonnesto 11,000 metric tonnes.
Special committees and control
rooms have been established at
thedistrict level. Regular meet-
ings are being held with oil
companies and gas distribu-
tors, he added.

MSRTC will convert its entire
fleet to EV by 2037: Minister

Express News Service
Mumbai, March 16

TRANSPORT MINISTER Pra-
tap Sarnaik informed the Legis-
lative Council Monday that the
Maharashtra State Road Trans-
port Corporation (MSRTC) will
convert itsentire fleet 022,000
buses to electric vehicles (EVs)
by 2037. He also said the move
positions Maharashtra as the
first statein the country tocom-
mit to a total transition of its
state-run bus network to EVs.

"Currently, out of our 22,000
buses, approximately 800 are
electric. Itisthe vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Devendra Fad-
navis for India’s transition en-
tirely to electric mobility by
2047. As part of that campaign,
we have moved our target for-
ward to ensure the MSRTC fleet
is100 per cent electric by 2037,"
said Sarnaik.

Healso said that while there
was an initial plan to purchase
5,000diesel buses annually for
the next five years, that strategy
has been significantly over-
hauled. “It has now been de-
cided that, beyond the 8,000
diesel buses currently in prog-
ress, all future additions to the
fleet will be electric. We have

also planned a scheme to con-
vert diesel buses to EVs," he
said.

"We have also created a pro-
posal under which solar power
will be used for recharging the
charging stations to save elec-
tricity and which will ulti-
mately help the environment,"
the minister said. Sarnaik also
said the government has pro-
posed using solar power to run
charging stations, reducing re-
liance on the traditional power
grid. Sarnaiksaid the state'sEV
Policy 2026 provides various
monetary benefits for EV pur-
chases, including tax exemp-
tions and toll discounts. EVs
currently enjoy total toll
waivers on major arterial
routes, including the Mumbai—
Pune Expressway, the Nagpur—
Mumbai Samruddhi Maha-
marg, and the Atal Setu
(MTHL).

"In addition, the state gov-
ernment is developing charg-
ing stations every 25 km on
highways, extending financial
benefits, promoting courses on
developing charging technol-
ogy," he said.

Delhi currently boasts the
largest electric bus fleet in
India, with over 4,200 EVs. As
part of its EV policy, the Delhi

government aims to expand its
fleet of electric buses to 7500 by
the end of 2026 and to 14,000
by 2028.

*BRIEFLY

Govtrelaxes RTE
school distance

rulesinstate

MAHARASHTRA SCHOOL
Education Department has
relaxed the distance restric-
tion for school selection
under admissions
conducted through the
Rightto Education Act
(RTE), allowing parents to
apply to schools beyond a
onekm radius. The decision
follows an observation by
the Bombay High Court’s
Nagpur Bench that children
cannotbedenied
admission to schools
located beyond 1kmifno
eligible institution is avail-
able nearby. Following the
change, the deadline to sub-
mit applications for RTE
admissions across Maha-
rashtra has been extended
to March 25, from the earlier
deadline of March 18.

Senior resident
doctorsflag
stipend delays

THE MAHARASHTRA Sen-
ior Resident Doctors
Association (MSRDA) on
Monday submitted a letter
tothe Commissioner of the
Directorate of Medical Edu-
cationand Research

(DMER), Government of
Maharashtra, highlighting
concerns regarding irregu-
lar disbursement of
stipends, non-implementa-
tion of the revised Dearness
Allowance (DA), the
absence of a uniformleave
policy, and persistent tech-
nical failures in biometric
attendance systems for sen-
ior resident doctors.

864 flats handed
over in Naigaon
BDD project

CHIEF MINISTER
Devendra Fadnavis on Mon-
day handed over 864 reha-
bilitation flats to residents
ofthe Naigaon BDD Chawl
redevelopment project,
markinganotherstepinthe
long-pending
redevelopment of the Brit-
ish-era chawls that house
thousands of working-class
families in Mumbai.

The flats, located in the Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar BDD
Complex, are part of the
first phase of the project
beingimplemented by the
Maharashtra Housing and
Area Development Author-
ity (MHADA).

Keys were symbolically
handed over to 14 benefici-
ariesata functionheld in
Mumbai.

'WORST THAN THE WORST'
Owaisi slams anti-conversion

Bill over ‘brainwashing’ clause
and suo motu police powers

Vallabh Ozarkar
Mumbai, March16

ALL INDIA Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen president Asadud-
din Owaisi Sunday criticised
the proposed Maharashtra
Freedom of Religion Bill, 2026,
describingit as “worse thanthe
worst” among anti-conversion
laws enacted in India.

Sharingalinkto The Indian
Express’s March 15 report on
the proposed legislation in a
post on X, Owaisi said, “The
Maharashtra anti-conversion
bill is worse than the worst of
such laws, such as the one in
UP. These laws already crimi-
nalise even genuine conver-
sions, make it risky for inter-
faith couples to marry, and
require prior permission for
conversion."

“But the Maharashtra law
now penalises anyone even en-
dorsing conversion documents
and prohibits conversion by
‘brainwashing through educa-
tion’. These broad terms can be
used to arrest people arbitrarily,
which is the purpose of this
Bill," Owaisi said.

Questioning the scope of
the phrase "brainwashing
through education”, he added,
"Forexample, if someone reads
a holy book and learns about
the religion from a learned
scholar, will it be considered
brainwashing?"

Owaisi also criticised the
clause allowing the police to
initiate action without a com-
plaint. "In practical terms, this
meansthatevenifaconversion
isn’t objected to by the person’s
family members, police can

MAHARASHTRA ANTI-CONVERSION LAW

‘Brainwashing through education’
listed as ‘unlawful conversion’

Police can act without formal complaint

Vallabh Ozarkar&

those directly carrving out a
conversion to include anyone
who executes, endorses oz at-

OmkarGokhale
Murrtbai, March14

MAHARASHTRASPROPOSED

anti-conversion law containg  Bill, 2026, introduced in the
provisionsthatgobevond those  state Assembly on Friday by

conversions even without &
complaint from thealleged vie-
timartheir family.

The Dharma Swatantrya

‘One ofthe Bill's most signifi-
cant departures from existing
statelawsis the sunmot power
itgrantsthe police. While Uttar
Pradesh, in its amended anti-
conwersion law, has expanded

The Indian Express report on March 15, 2026. Owaisi (below) also
criticised the clause allowing the police to initiate action without a

complaint. express

still arrest them," he said.

Calling the proposed legis-
lation a violation of constitu-
tional freedoms, Owaisi said,
"Thisisabrazenviolation ofthe
right to privacy. The Supreme
Court has held that this right in-
cludes the freedom to choose or
not choose a faith."

Healso invoked the Consti-
tution while criticising the Bill.
"After all, the Preamble to the
Constitution promises every-
one the liberty of ‘thought, ex-
pression, belief, faith and wor-
ship"he said.

Referring to Maharashtra’s
social history, Owaisisaid, "The
irony is that such a law is being
introduced in Babasaheb Am-
bedkar’s land, the same state
where he converted to Bud-
dhism along with 3-6 lakh
people." The proposed Dharma
Swatantrya Bill, 2026, intro-
duced in the Maharashtra As-
sembly last Friday by Minister
of State for Rural Development
Pankaj Bhoyar, seeks to curb
unlawful religious conversions
while allowing voluntary con-
versions that comply with the
procedure laid down by law.

The draft legislation also
allows police to take up suo
motu cognisance of suspected
unlawful conversions and initi-
ate action even without a for-
mal complaint, and makes of-
fences under the law
cognizable and non-bailable.

If passed, Maharashtra
would join several other states
that have enacted laws regulat-
ing religious conversions in re-
centyears.

Canteen contractors demand
commercial cylinders tobe
treated as essential commodities

Dipanita Nath
Pune, March 16

IT HAS been a week since the
flames began to sputter and go
out as the LPG shortage hit
commercial establishments
that supply food to the thou-
sands of workers, hospitals,
schools and office canteens.
Canteen contractors have ap-
pealed to the government to
provide them with commercial
cylinders. Commercial cylin-
ders weigh 19 kgs and are used
by restaurants and canteens.

“Ifthe food isnot good, how
can we stay?” says a safety en-
gineerwith a Pune-based firm.
He is from Jamshedpur, lives
in a PG and has been with his
firm for six years. He goes to
work at 8 am and is served
breakfast in the office canteen.
Thereislunchintheafternoon
and tea before he leaves at 6
pm. “One week ago, we were
told that there were no rotis be-
cause the canteen owner did
not havean LPG cylinder. Over
the next few days, we began to
notice that the quality of the
food had fallen. When we com-
plained, we were told that this
was because of the lack of cyl-
inders,” says the man in his
thirties. He adds that his col-
leaguesaredreadingthatifthe
company does not provide
food, they might have to go
back home because buying
meals every day will become
too expensive.

Ksshetij Shimpi, whose cor-
porate catering services feeds

2,500t03,000 every day, needs
around 15to 18 commercial cyl-
inders. “Due to the shortage,
we have got inductionstovesin
some places and are using
wood-fired chulhas as well if
space permits," he says.

On asking the government
torethink the distribution plan
of gas cylinders, Shimpi says
that domestic cylinders are

being treated as an essential
commodity and being sup-
plied.

"But, the government must
realise that the men and
women of families are working
somewhere and the children
are studying in a school. They
are not getting food because we
arenot getting commercial cyl-
inders," says Shimpi.

ADVERTISEMENT VACANCY AT EARLY INTERVENTION
CENTRE (EIC), INHS ASVINI

One each of Speech and language Pathologist and Clinical Psychologist
are required for Early Intervention Centre at INHS Asvini, Colaba, Mumbai.
Essential Qualification : Masters in Speech and language Pathology/ Clinical
Psychology with minimum 02 years' experience at EIC.

RCI Registration required. Salary Rs. 65000/ for ASLP and Rs. 75000/~ for
Clinical Psychologist per month. No accommodation.

Interested candidates may forward their CV to emall: paediatricasv@gmail.com
or WhatsApp No. 8976319529 by 25 Mar 2026.
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OIL AND NATURAL GAS CORPORATION LIMITED

NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

3Tt vog AR

installations.

chieflabs@ongc.co.in

ONGC procures various oilfield chemicals from manufacturers/
suppliers for its exploration and production activities. These chemicals
are tested in ONGC labs for their conformance to the corporate
specifications laid down by ONGC before their use in ONGC fields/

EOI is invited for testing of Oil Field Bulk Chemicals against
Corporate Specification laid down by ONGC.

For further details, please visit website “https://tender.ongc.co.in”.
Please feel free to contact, if required. Office of Head
Corporate Chemistry Q1, 3rd floor, NBP Green Heights Bandra — Kurla
Complex, Bandra (E) Mumbai - 51, Tel- (022) - 26274322 Email:

SIKKA PORTS & TERMINALS LIMITED

CIN: U45102GJ1997PLC031906

Registered Office: Admin Building, MTF Area, Village Sikka, Taluka & District Jamnagar - 361 140, Gujarat, India.
Website: www.sptl.co.in E-mail: company.secretary@sptl.co.in
Tel.: 022-3555 7100 « Fax: 022-3555 5560

NOTICE TO THE DEBENTURE HOLDERS

Record Dates and Due Dates for payment of interest and redemption proceeds
during the Financial Year April 1, 2026 to March 31, 2027

Notice is hereby given that the Company has fixed ‘Record Date' for the Secured Redeemable Non-Convertible Debentures for
determining the names of the debenture holders eligible to receive interest and/or redemption proceeds during the financial
year April 1, 2026 to March 31, 2027. The debenture holders whose names appear (a) as Beneficial Owners on the Record
Date as per the list furnished by the Depositories in respect of the debentures held in electronic form, and (b) as debenture
holders in the Register of Debenture holders on the Record Date, would be entitled to the said payments, as per details given

JAMNAGAR UTILITIES & POWER PRIVATE LIMITED

CIN: U40100GJ1991PTC051130

Registered Office: CPP Control Room, Village Padana, Taluka Lalpur, District Jamnagar - 361 280, Gujarat, India
Website: www.jupl.co.in E-mail: company.secretary@jupl.co.in
Tel.: 022-3555 7100 « Fax: 022-3555 5560

NOTICE TO THE DEBENTURE HOLDERS

Record Dates and Due Dates for payment of interest and redemption proceeds
during the Financial Year April 1, 2026 To March 31, 2027

Notice is hereby given thatthe Company has fixed ‘Record Date' for the Secured Redeemable Non-Convertible Debentures for
determining the names of the debenture holders eligible to receive interest and/or redemption proceeds during the financial
year April 1, 2026 to March 31, 2027. The debenture holders whose names appear (a) as Beneficial Owners on the Record

Place : Mumbai
Date : March 16, 2026

Debenture holders are requested to keep their PAN and bank account details updated with their respective Depository
Participants (‘DPs”) with whom they are maintaining their demat accounts.

For SIKKA PORTS & TERMINALS LIMITED

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

-

Forum Sheth

Place: Mumbai
Date . March 16, 2026

hereunder: Date as per the list furnished by the Depositories in respect of the debentures held in electronic form, and (b) as debenture
i holders in the Register of Debenture holders on the Record Date, would be entitled to the said payments, as per details given
ISIN Debenture | % of interest Purpose Record Date Due Date of ! g pay p g
Series (p-a.) Payment hereunder:
INE941D07208 |  Debentures 6.75% Payment of Interest / 7-April-2026 22-April-2026 Debenture |% of interest Due Date of
-PPD 12 Redemption ISIN Series (p-a) Purpose Record Date Payment
INESHDOTISE | - Debentures 7.95% :2{;2:1';'“.32'“'6’35‘ /| 15-October-2026 | 28-October-2026 INE936D07182 | PPD7 790% | Paymentof Interest July26,2026 | August 10,2026
INE941D07166 | Debentures 7.90% Payment of Interest/ | 3-November-2026 | 18-November-2026 INE936D07174 | - PPD 6 6.40% | Payment of Interest/ | September 14, 2026 | September 29, 2026
-PPD7 Redemption Redemption
INE941D07216 | Debentures NA. Redemption 10-April-2026 17-April-2026 INE936D07190 | PPD 8 7.43% Payment of Interest October 11, 2026 October 26, 2026
-PPD 13

Debenture holders are requested to keep their PAN and bank account details updated with their respective Depository
Participants (“DPs") with whom they are maintaining their demat accounts.

For JAMNAGAR UTILITIES & POWER PRIVATE LIMITED

Vijay Agarwal
Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

-

Mumbai
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